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LLP Partnership Project - Empowering
Parents of Children with Dyslexia

Project aim: to share and disseminate
experiences and good practices in the
support of parents with dyslectic children.

Project partners
Latvian Dyslexia Association

EstRa Dyslexia Department

www.disleksija.lv

www.lugemisyhing.ee

Latvian Dyslexia Association was founded in
2011. Its predecessor is NGO Pro Futuro that
started advocacy for people with dyslexia in
Latvia in 2006. Latvian Dyslexia Association
unites mostly parents of students with
dyslexia.
Its main aim is to advocate for quality
education for students with dyslexia in all
eduacational levels in mainstream schools.
The Association consults parents, trains
teachers and school adminstrators and
prepares initiatives to improve the legal
system to provide for the needs of students
with dyslexia.

EstRa (Estonian Reading Association) was
founded in 1992, unites currently around 200
individuals from different reading-related
professions. EstRa aims to facilite reading
and literacy related activities and researches.
Department of dyslexia aims to share and
develop dyslexia related knowledge, involve
different target groups to create dyslexia
friendly environment, attend researches and
projects in the issue of dyslexia and
cooperate
with others organisations and
collegues from different country.
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DYS-centrum® Praha

CO.RI.S.S.

www.dyscentrum.org

www.coriss.it

DYS-centrum® Praha is a non-governmental
independent association of individuals that are
interested in dyslexia and/or AD(H)D. DYScentrum® Praha attempts to fulfil needs of
each individual who is connected with the field
of dyslexia and/or AD(H)D. This leads to a
large variety of DYS-centrum’s activities which
can be divided into four main areas:
1. counselling area – individual counselling,
assessment,
remediation, therapy and
intervention;
2.
educational
area
–
organization of different courses and seminars
for teachers, counsellors, psychologists,
special educators; 3. informational area –
exchange of information among specialized
centres; 4. documentary area - maintaining a
library with books.

Cooperative Riunite Socio Sanitarie (COoperative for social and health services) Social Co-operative.
The co-operative operates at a regional
level (Calabria Region) and runs several
services within the three districts of
Catanzaro, Crotone and Vibo Valentia.
CO.RI.S.S. is a member of the European
Third Sector Training Network, and has got
a long experience with European Programs.
The Co-operative is recognized by Regione
Calabria as Vocational Training Centre.
CO.RI.S.S. was founded in 1991 and
operates in the following fields:
1. Vocational training; 2.social and health
services
for
disadvantaged
people
(substance misusers, minors, people with
disabilities, etc.).

Main concerns of parents of children with dyslexia.

In Estonia parents of children with reading
problems are concerned about the lack of
clarity in definition, identification and
assessment procedure of dyslexia. Dividing
the identification and assessment procedure
between educational and medical domain is
quite confusing for parents. Parents ask for
special learning programs and instructions for
struggling readers to help their children in
home environment. They appreciate training
sessions and seminars on how to support
emergent readers. Parents wish for closer cooperation between families and pedagogical
staff in school environment.
Reading Instruction Demystified. A big
issue for Latvian parents of students with
dyslexia is a question – how to teach a young
student who has been struggling to learn to

read to do it better?
This concern and confusion comes from
weak and subjective identification of
reading problems at school and also
mystifying dyslexia for a long time. Parents
are told that their child’s problem has to be
treated in “a very special way” by “a very
special specialist”. And this is usually said
by logopeds (speech therapists) who in the
Latvian system by their education are “the
special specialists” themselves. Parents too
often do not get the answer that a
struggling reader needs a well structured
reading instruction that can be taught by
mainstream primary school teachers and
logopeds. Struggling readers need more
intensive and individualized instruction.
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Czech parents of children with dyslexia are
often concerned how to explain to teachers and
also relatives and other people what their child
needs and how to work with them. They face
troubles to advocate for their children and
require appropriate treatment within the
educational system. They often feel they work
with the child a lot at home but the effect at
school is very small. This situation is very
discouraging for both the child and the parents. It
is definitely crucial to settle efficient cooperation
between families and schools. .Another topic
focuses on the understanding of dyslexia and
how to support their child because parental help
and support may have an enormous impact on
quality of life and educational achievements of
children with dyslexia.
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Italian parents of children with dyslexia are
concerned about the cooperation with the
school. Very often the parents of a child with
dyslexia face problems in explaining to teachers
that he/she will never be able to do certain type
of activities. Let’s say a child is affected by
dyscalculia, he will never be able to learn the
multiplication table; some teachers, however,
think that, doing appropriate exercises, the child
will learn; they do not accept the use of the
calculator in the classroom. It shows that with a
small
accommodation
(and
the
acknowledgement by teachers) the dyslexic
child could overcome the problem.
Therefore it is important that parents find help in
their interaction with the school. Sometimes the
diagnosis is enough, other time it is not. In the
second case a mediation by a professional (i.e.
a professional educator) would be helpful and
necessary.

The 1 st partner meeting of the Grundtvig Partnership project
„Empowering Parents for Support of Their Children With Dyslexia“
in Prague (kick off meeting), November 21 – 22, 2013
What we did:
1. We introduced our organizations and what
they do.
2. Introduced the state of dyslexia in the
partner countries.
3. Discussed further steps of the project –
logo, products and activities of the project
according to the project application.
4. Agreed on the template for the national
(each
country)
presentations
for
the
conference in Riga.
The 1 st meeting in Prague 22.nov 2013
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The 2nd partner meeting of the Grundtvig Partnership Project
“Empowering Parents for Support of Their Children with Dyslexia”
in Riga. May, 15, 2014
What we did:
1. Italian team shared the results of the
evaluation of the 1st partner meeting.
2. Partners reviewed and revised the evaluation
questions.
3. Estonian team shared a draft of an information
leaflet. We clarified the format (changed it into a
newsletter) and the content of the written paper.
Latvian team explained the function of the FB
page LLP Partnership Project Empowering
Parents of Children with Dyslexia, its success
and possible future content.
4. Partners reported on dissemination and other
activities since last meeting.
5. Latvian team gave a preview of May 16th
“Conference on Support Students with Dyslexia.”
6. Partners discussed the parent manual
structure and content.
7. Partners discussed further steps in the
program.
8. Partners agreed on the next meeting dates
and tasks.

The 2 nd meeting in Riga Business School
15. Mai 2014

Conference on Support Students with Dyslexia
May 16 th, 2014
The main topic of the conference was how different countries define dyslexia and
support students with dyslexia in school system. The keynote speakers were from
Denmark. A reading teacher Véronique Vanhée Izem spoke about accommodations
for dyslexics. Christopher Lucher, Ph.D in Physics spoke about his personal
experience as a person with dyslexia.
The representatives of Latvia, Italy, Czech and Estonia gave an overview of legislation
and current situation in their countries.

